
Connecting 
with our 
community
By Michelle Kortenaar

Over the past few months, I’ve 

had the opportunity to hear from 

many people in our community as I 

stepped into a new role as Executive 

Director of the Sciencenter. While 

I’m new to this role, I’m not new 

to the Sciencenter, having led 

both the education programs and 

development teams over the past 

ten years. 

As I walk around the museum and 

watch engaged children and families, 

and as I talk to our guests, members, 

supporters, and partners, I see 

first-hand the integral role that the 

Sciencenter plays in our community. 

The Sciencenter is a place where 

people come together to create, 

invent, experiment, and connect. 

This happens in many ways: 

when parents and caregivers 

explore alongside their 

toddlers making observations 

and asking questions as they 

practice science process 

skills at our Science Together 

programs; when elementary school 

students become engineers for a 

day, testing the windmill models 

they design during our Power the 

Future field trips.

And, I see this community 

connection in programs that are less 

visible to our guests: our monthly 

after-hours family engagement 

events for Head Start families; 

hands-on activities we develop 

as part of the National Informal 

STEM Education Network that are 

used by 350 museums across the 

country; and our middle-school 

Future Science Leaders learning 

how to communicate science as 

they prototype new exhibits or lead 

activities.

I am so proud of the role the 

Sciencenter plays within our 

community and to be leading a 

committed, professional team 

into the next decade - as together 

we build programs, exhibits, and 

partnerships that create a broad 

community of curious, confident, 

critical thinkers. 
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“The Sciencenter is a place 
where people come together 
to create, invent, experiment, 
and connect. ”



Through a chance encounter during 

Cornell Homecoming, Michelle met 

Sarah Styan of Kauai Community 

Science Center (KCSC). That 

meeting turned into a partnership 

that spans over 4,000 miles. 

KCSC’s inaugural program, Students 

Sharing Science, is a partnership 

with Waimea Canyon Middle School 

(WCMS) and the KCSC to design 

and build science exhibit prototypes. 

KCSC’s partnership is similar to 

the Sciencenter’s unique Future 

Science Leaders Program. Future 

Science Leaders involves Tompkins 

County middle school students 

brainstorming and building iterative 

prototypes that inform the exhibits 

that are on our museum floor. 

Sarah and Michelle met to 

discuss how our expertise at the 

Sciencenter could help KCSC and 

the students at WCMS with their 

projects. As a result, Adrienne Testa, 

the Sciencenter’s VP of Museum 

Experiences, has been working with 

Sarah and a teacher at WCMS since 

July to help develop the curriculum 

for this project. Adrienne has been 

meeting with the students from 

Kauai weekly about their projects 

that range in topic from the science 

behind taro root to the physics of 

football helmets. Together, they’ve 

created “Big Ideas” for the projects 

and thought through the materials 

the students should use for 

prototyping. 

This February, Adrienne flew out 

to Kauai to meet the students in 

person and work with them on 

their prototypes. Through this 

collaboration, the Sciencenter 

and the Kaui Community Science 

Center used science to connect 

communities across oceans and 

help new ideas and programs 

flourish.

Partnering with Communities Nationwide

Guests explore our Touch Tank during our Adult Event, 
Sciencenter After Dark: Wicked Plants.

Kids from DICC participate in Cornell’s Psychology 
Seminar at the Sciencenter.

”Bathroom Selfie” using a dark room to prototype 
an exhibit about mixing colored lights.

Teens from KCSC’s Students Sharing Science 
program work on their exhibit prototypes.
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The Sciencenter has recently partnered with 

the after school program offered by the nearby 

Downtown Ithaca Children’s Center (DICC).  

Twice a week, children in DICC’s after school 

program come to the Sciencenter. After exploring 

the museum, educators engage children in STEM 

activities like engineering structures, programming 

Bee-Bots to navigate mazes, and testing the water 

in the animal room. The after school program 

allows children to continue to work on projects 

over multiple Sciencenter visits.

Educators have also arranged special events 

for the after school program. In December, 

Cornell seminar students who designed exhibit 

prototypes on psychology and neuroscience set 

up an open house for the after school program.  

This spring, children will be designing Rube 

Goldberg machines. They will then showcase 

their projects in an event with their parents and 

community members. We are excited about this 

new partnership and thrilled to share science 

programming with our neighbors at DICC.

This program is made possible in part by a grant 

from the Tompkins Today and Tomorrow Fund of 

the Community Foundation of Tompkins County.

Kids from DICC participate in Cornell’s Psychology 
Seminar at the Sciencenter.
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THIS ISSUE IS SPONSORED BY



Sciencenter
601 1st Street 
Ithaca, NY 14850

Spring/Summer Hours 

Admission Mini-Golf

 Tues–Sat: 10AM–5PM

Sunday: Noon–5PM

General:  $8
ages 2– 64

Kids under 2:  Free

Seniors: $7 
ages 65+ 

Members:  Free 

EBT: $1
Cardholders

Players:  $7
ages 4+

Members:  $5

Toddlers:  Free
ages 0– 3

OPEN:  
Holiday Mondays and Mondays in July and August.

MINI- GOLF OPEN: 
April 1 – November 30, 
weather permitting

You can support the Sciencenter and 
our educational programs by going 

to sciencenter.org/donate

Donate Today!
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Sciencenter Mini-Golf! 

Open April 1

Come out and enjoy Ithaca’s ONLY 
mini-golf course. It’s fun for all ages 
and is wheelchair accessible. Gather 
the whole family, or a group of 
friends, and play a round today. 

For current hours and admission 
prices, please visit our website.

Featured Exhibition:   
GEAR UP: The Science of Bikes 

Experience bikes galore at this 

cool, hands-on exhibit! Explore 

the evolution of the modern 

bicycle, check out customized 

bikes, learn about the latest biking 

technologies, and see bikes from 

popular culture!


