
What do we 
mean by 
“science”?
By Dean Briere, Executive Director

Science is often presented as a 

series of facts – helium is lighter 

than air, force equals mass times 

acceleration, photosynthesis only 

occurs in sunlight, a water molecule 

contains hydrogen and oxygen. But 

thinking of science as mere facts 

minimizes the greatest aspect of 

science – that it’s a process! 

Science is a process for learning 

about the world through exploration 

and experimentation. It is a way of 

contemplating the world around 

us – beginning with curiosity and 

leading us to critical, evidence-

based thinking as a means of making 

decisions. And that is the role of the 

Sciencenter – to cultivate a broad 

community, of curious, confident, 

critical thinkers. We accomplish 

this by providing meaningful and 

authentic experiences to our 

visitors, by bringing scientists and 

the public together to interact with 

one another and gain a greater 

understanding of research, and 

ultimately by stimulating a broader 

public engagement with science.

The Sciencenter, as a trusted 

resource within the community, has 

a leadership role in helping people 

tap into their natural curiosity, 

guiding them in knowing how to 

ask questions and fostering their 

use of critical and evidence-based 

thinking for decision making. In so 

doing, we open doors to discussing 

the complex issues facing the world 

today. 

Discussing science as a community 

brings everyone to the table, even 

those with whom we may not agree. 

Discussions lead to ideas, ideas to 

new levels of thinking, and new 

levels of thinking to solutions. To 

paraphrase Albert Einstein, “we 

cannot solve our problems with the 

same level of thinking that created 

them.”
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“Science is a process for 
learning about the world 
through exploration and 
experimentation.”

“Discussions lead to ideas, 
ideas to new levels of 
thinking, and new levels of 
thinking to solutions.”
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The Sciencenter is well known as a 

place of great fun, exploration, and 

learning for children. It may come 

as a surprise to some that adults 

can experience the same joy and 

learning at the Sciencenter.

The Sciencenter partners with 

Tompkins Community Action to 

offer science based professional 

development workshops to Head 

Start teachers. The workshops give 

teachers the opportunity to explore 

activities before they bring them 

back to their classrooms. The goal is 

for teachers to feel more prepared 

to engage students in science and 

science related activities.

In addition to these professional 

development workshops, the 

Sciencenter also hosts programs 

that facilitate parents’ engagement 

in their children’s learning. The 

Sciencenter’s Science Together 

program is designed specifically for 

adults to lead science activities with 

their children.

The newest program series at the 

Sciencenter, Sciencenter After 

Dark, is for adults ages 18+. These 

programs invite scientists and 

researchers to lead hands-on 

activities on topics like dangerous 

plants, wine, and chocolate.

Sciencenter After Dark gives adults 

a chance to see the museum in 

a different light; a place where 

people of all ages can come and 

experience the joy of learning in a 

way that’s captivating and fun. 

Come explore our new exhibits at 

the sciencenter.

Scientists from Cornell’s NanoScale Science 
& Technology Facility (CNF) interact with 
Sciencenter members during Member Night.

Opportunities to engage with local experts and scientists 

As a way to engage guests in doing 

science, the Sciencenter partners 

with local experts to showcase 

the ongoing process of science. 

These interactions happen in many 

different ways, and with guests of 

all ages.

At our weekly Showtime! events, 

local experts interact with visitors 

through hands-on activities about 

science topics ranging from 

caterpillars to robots. 

Additionally, the Sciencenter is part 

of a partnership with Cornell where 

scientists from developmental 

psychology labs invite museum 

visitors to participate in their studies. 

Guests at the museum thus have a 

chance to watch and ask about the 

active process of research.  

As part of our program for middle-

school students, teens have an 

opportunity to engage with local 

scientists in projects that benefit 

our community.  One current 

collaboration is with Dr. Mike 

Sheehan at Cornell University 

to create signage about animal 

communication for state parks.

The Sciencenter also invites 

experts from the community to 

our Sciencenter After Dark events. 

These events provide adults the 

chance to engage with and learn 

from local scientists and experts. 

This fall, we will host an event 

showcasing local cider and cheese. 

We will partner with the History 

Center to share the history of cider 

in Tompkins County, and with 

local farmers, brewers, and Cornell 

professors to share activities 

highlighting the science of cider 

and cheese-making.

Through these interactions with 

local scientists and experts, our 

goal is for visitors of all ages to 

experience science as a process for 

learning about the world through 

exploration and experimentation.

Join us for Sciencenter After Dark: 

Cider and Cheese on Wednesday, 

October 2nd from 6:30 - 9:00 PM.
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New exhibits encourage “science” 
through experimentation

“Science” when defined as “a way to learn about the world through 

experimentation and exploration,” is a key focus of exhibit design at the 

Sciencenter. Our Museum Experiences team brainstorms, develops, and 

builds exhibits that encourage guests to learn about science and the 

world around them through hands-on experimentation. Our exhibits 

encourage trial and error, learning through play, and thought-provoking 

design for all ages. 

In 2019, we have introduced three new exhibits to our museum floor. 

The “Pet Vet” exhibit, in our Curiosity Corner, was created for our 

youngest scientists. It inspires learning through play and immerses 

children in an imaginary world of caring for animals as young 

veterinarians.

Our new “Energy Labs” exhibits, demonstrate how sustainable energy 

can be captured and stored. Guests of all ages can learn about wind, 

water, and solar energy through experimentation and engineering 

challenges.

Our “Changing Skies” exhibit demonstrates how weather and the 

environment are connected. Through hands-on experimentation, 

guests can explore how topography affects air movement, how water 

flows, and how weather impacts people. Through this exhibit, guests 

can manipulate geographical features and observe the impact those 

changes have on weather.

By building exhibits that encourage experimentation, play, and 

exploration we help museum guests to explore, connect, and create 

through science. 

Our Museum Experiences team working to 
build the Sciencenter’s new “Energy Labs” 
exhibit.

Opportunities to engage with local experts and scientists 
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Sciencenter
601 1st Street 
Ithaca, NY 14850

Hours 

Admission Mini-Golf

 Tues–Sat: 10AM–5PM

Sunday: Noon–5PM

General:  $8
ages 2– 64

Kids under 2:  Free

Seniors: $7 
ages 65+ 

Members:  Free 

EBT: $1
Cardholders

Players:  $7
ages 4+

Members:  $5

Toddlers:  Free
ages 0– 3

OPEN: 
Holiday Mondays

MINI- GOLF OPEN: 
April 1 – November 30, 
weather permitting. 

SENSORY HOURS

Sunday, September 8; 10 AM - 12 PM

MEMBER-ONLY MORNING

Saturday, September 28; 9 - 10 AM

ADULT PROGRAMS

Sciencenter After Dark: Cider & Cheese

Wednesday, October 2; 6:30 - 9 PM

SPOOKY SCIENCE 

Sunday, October 27; 12 - 4 PM

VISIT sciencenter.org/calendar  for 
a complete listing of upcoming 
programs and events.

Mark Your Calendar!
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Sciencenter Mini-Golf! 
Get in a few more rounds before the 

season ends! Come out and enjoy 

Ithaca’s ONLY mini-golf course. It’s 

fun for all ages. Gather the whole 

family, or a group of friends, and play 

a round today. 

For current hours and admission 

prices, please visit our website.

Featured Exhibition:   
Design Zone
This featured exhibition will 

open to the public at the end of 

September 2019. Discover what it 

takes to create a video game, line 

up rhythms like the best DJs, and 

design a roller coaster. 


