
Community 
Connections
By Dean Briere

Last year, 707 2nd graders from 

Tompkins County visited the 

Sciencenter through the Kids 

Discover the Trail (KDT) program. 

Together with our partners on the 

Discovery Trail – the Cornell Lab of 

Ornithology, Johnson Museum of 

Art, Museum of the Earth, Tompkins 

County Public Library, Cayuga 

Nature Center, and Cornell Botanic 

Gardens – each year, we reach 

nearly all elementary school children 

in Tompkins County.

The success of the program got us 

thinking: “How can we make an 

even greater impact in the region 

through a program like Kids Discover 

the Trail?” Well, we reached out to 

local funders, Cargill and the 

Emerson Foundation, to ask 

them to partner with us on 

expanding our 2nd-grade field 

trip program to Cayuga County.  

They enthusiastically agreed, 

and the Cayuga County field 

trip program was born. Last year, 

448 2nd grade students from 

Cayuga County joined us for 

Power the Future field trips. 

We like to think of Power the 

Future as more than a simple field 

trip, but rather a single step in a 

larger journey to create thoughtful, 

informed, and empowered citizens. 

Power the Future uses hands-

on, inquiry-based activities to 

explore engineering principles, 

climate and energy science.  

Children engage with pre-and 

post-classroom activities that 

prepare them for and extend 

the STEM learning after, the field trip. 

We encourage family engagement 

through take-home activities and 

return passes to the museum. 

Outreach to Cayuga County resulted 

in a new collaboration, this time 

between the Sciencenter and 

Moravia Central School District. This 

fall we will host a week of science 

with on-site programming for all 

grade-levels in Moravia– astronomy, 

chemistry, and the wonders of liquid 

nitrogen. 

Ultimately, our hope is that the 

children we reach are engaged and 

excited by STEM, their curiosity is 

sparked, and they gain some of the 

critical thinking skills and confidence 

necessary to make better-informed 

decisions.
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“How can we make an even 

greater impact in the region 

through a program like Kids 

Discover The Trail?” 

“We like to think of Power the 

Future as more than a simple 

field trip, but rather a single 

step in a larger journey to 

create thoughtful, informed, 

and empowered citizens.”



This fall, we are pleased to host 

Wicked Plants: The Exhibit. This 

exhibit offers a fun, educational 

and safe way for children and 

adults alike to explore some 

of nature’s most dangerous 

botanicals. Visitors will walk 

through the halls of a ramshackle 

manor and learn interesting facts 

about some of the worlds most 

deadly and dangerous plants. 

Inspired by author Amy Stewart’s 

best-selling book, “Wicked Plants: 

The Weed that Killed Lincoln’s 

Mother & Other Botanical 

Atrocities,” Wicked Plants explores 

some of nature’s toxic flora and 

fauna. Interactives fill a Victorian-

era home, where visitors travel 

from room to room and learn 

about poisonous plants that may 

be lurking in their homes and 

backyards.

Showcasing more than 100 

different plants, Wicked Plants 

provides a comprehensive 

overview of an often unknown 

side of the natural world. 

The exhibit is designed to educate 

the public and increase science 

literacy by introducing visitors to 

plants associated with a myriad of 

negative health effects, including 

addiction, obesity, allergies, 

poisoning, and even death. 

From a crime scene investigation 

in the potions laboratory to a 

simulated graveyard featuring 

some of the most common deadly 

and toxic plants, this fun-filled, 

family-friendly exhibit gives visitors 

a safe, hands-on experience 

with some of the world’s most 

gruesome botanicals.

JOIN US AT MEMBER NIGHT.  
Sciencenter members enjoy 
an exclusive evening with 
the new exhibition on Friday, 
September 28, featuring a 
special presentation and 
activities by the Boyce 
Thompson Institute. Not a 
member? Sign up today at                                           
sciencenter.org/membership

Discover the Wicked World of Plants

A child explores our new featured exhibition, Wicked 

Plants: The Exhibit. Opening on September 29 at the 

Sciencenter!



For Sciencenter Corporate Membership 
information, call Josiah Jacobus-Parker 
at 607.272.0600 x119, or visit 
sciencenter.org.

Thank you Corporate Members!
RENEWING CORPORATE 
MEMBERS:

Arnold Printing Corp.

BorgWarner Morse Systems

Cargill Deicing Technology

Hilton Garden Inn, Ithaca

Lindsay Lustick Garner, Linz Real 
Estate

Sciarabba Walker & Co., LLP

Therm, Inc.

Tompkins County Area Development

Tompkins County Chamber of 
Commerce

So much of the Sciencenter’s work happens behind the scenes…

Last year, the Sciencenter received funding from the National Science Foundation 

(NSF) to work with Cornell’s Office of Sponsored Programs (OSP) on helping Cornell 

scientists disseminate their research to broad audiences. In this collaboration, 

researchers get assistance with Broader Impacts in their proposals, and the 

Sciencenter and our guests get to learn about interesting, cutting-edge science. 

One such partnership with Dr. Michael Sheehan’s lab looks at facial recognition in 

paper wasps. Golden paper wasps have the remarkable ability to recognize each 

other’s faces, a skill that is crucial in all aspects of social organization, including 

family and group cohesion. Dr. Michael Sheehan is working with Sciencenter’s 

middle school Future Science Leaders to create and lead hands-on activities that 

help museum guests understand the science behind his research. Additionally, as 

part of this grant, Dr. Sheehan will work with the Sciencenter’s Future Science 

Leaders to create signage about paper wasps for New York State Parks.

On May 29th, Sciencenter staff had the 

opportunity to tour the BorgWarner 

facilities on Tower Road. Tucked 

away behind the tree line, the facility 

headquarters houses an impressive 

operation requiring 2,800 people and 

spanning two massive buildings. 

 

From the cutting and stamping of metal 

sheets to the assembly and testing of 

the final product, staff learned about the 

simple (and not so simple) machines that 

make chains for the cars we all drive. This 

is just one local example of how scientists 

and engineers develop products and 

systems that improve our quality of life - 

from running transportation systems to 

designing renewable energy generators, 

and lifesaving medical equipment. 

Tiffany Wood, Human Resource Generalist 

for BorgWarner, emphasized the benefits 

of the collaboration between BorgWarner 

and the Sciencenter. “BorgWarner Ithaca 

is a proud supporter of the Sciencenter. 

The hands-on, educational play for kids 

of all ages, which is a big part of science, 

technology, engineering, and math (STEM) 

education, is a benefit to the whole 

community. We support the Sciencenter 

and they continue to give back to the 

community through programs that enrich 

the lives of our kids – everyone benefits.”

Working Collaboratively With Local Partners

“We support the Sciencenter and 

they continue to give back to the 

community through programs 

that enrich the lives of our kids...”

BorgWarner staff members 

take the time to show Sciencenter 

staff around their facilities.

  Digital and Offset Printing Services

THIS ISSUE SPONSORED BY:

Wasp Are You Looking At?!



Sciencenter
601 1st Street 
Ithaca, NY 14850

Fall/Winter Hours

Admission Mini-Golf

 Tues–Sat: 10AM–5PM

Sunday: noon–5PM

General:  $8
ages 2– 64

Kids under 2:  Free

Seniors: $7 
ages 65+ 

Members:  Free 

EBT: $1
Cardholders

Players:  $7.00
ages 4+

Members:  $5

Toddlers:  Free
ages 0– 3

OPEN:  
Indigenous Peoples Day (Oct. 8),  Veterans Day (Nov. 11),   
Martin Luther King Jr. Day (Jan. 21),  & Presidents’ Day 
(Feb. 18).

CLOSED: 
Thanksgiving (Nov. 22), Christmas Day (Dec. 25)  & New 
Year’s Day (Jan. 1).

MINI- GOLF OPEN: 
April 1 – November 30, 
weather permitting

TOMPKINS TRUST COMPANY  
CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY

October 8

SPOOKY SCIENCE

October 28, 12–4 pm

CFCU COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION  
MEMBER APPRECIATION DAY

November 11

SENSORY HOURS

September 23 & November 4,  
10 am–12 pm

VISIT sciencenter.org for a 
complete listing of upcoming 
programs and events.

Special Programs

CONNECT WITH US:
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Weekly Programs
From toddlers to teens, the 

Sciencenter offers exciting programs 
for all ages. See science in action at 
Showtime! on Saturdays. On Sundays 
experience thrilling chemistry 
demonstrations at Chemsations! And 
during the weekdays engage with 
your toddlers in hands-on science, at 
Science Together.

.Mini-Golf!
Come out and enjoy Ithaca’s ONLY 
mini-golf course. Explore exciting 
scientific principles through 18 
thrilling obstacles! Sciencenter 
Mini-Golf is fun for all ages and is 
wheelchair accessible with ADA 
approved clubs. Gather the whole 
family, or grab a group of friends, 
and play a round today. 


