
Life on the Edge Exhibition

Branding

In collaboration with local and national experts, our Exhibits Team conceptualized 
and built Life on the Edge, an exhibition exploring life in extreme environments.
The exhibition opened at the Sciencenter and is now on tour across the country.

COVID Adaptations
We continued to work as a team 

to respond to COVID-19. We 
distributed masks and antigen tests, 

created special “mask required” hours 
for the immunocompromised, and 

altered exhibits and education 
programs to meet community needs.

Renovations 
We made renovations to “the heart 
of the Sciencenter.” We created a 
pop-up exhibition space that was 
home to new animal residents and 
will next host our build space, 
renovated our store, and redesigned 
our amphitheater into our new
Connection Zone.

We partnered with Ithaca Murals and 
TCAction to have our Franklin Street 
fence turned into a work of art! 

Mural Project 

DEI Statement
Sciencenter sta� and board members 

worked together to create a DEI Statement 
that expresses our commitment to 

diversity, equity, and inclusion.

Education Programs 
Our Science Connections, Free Community Science, Family Science 

Workshops, field trips, partnerships with local community groups, and 
summer camp provided science interactions to 56,584 people last year.

We o�ered youth employment, work-study, 
and internship opportunities to provide ways 
for young people from all backgrounds to 
gain work experience and foster a deeper 
relationship with the Sciencenter.

Youth Employment 

Through a sta�-wide collaborative 
e�ort, we chose new colors and 
made branding changes that are 

being rolled out over time into the 
museum and marketing materials.

Future Science Leaders
We provided new and innovative 
ways for the teens in our Future 

Science Leaders program to learn 
and engage with science.

Traveling Exhibits
We refurbished two exhibits in our 
traveling exhibits portfolio, and had 
twelve exhibits touring across the 
United States and Canada.

Michelle Kortenaar, 
Executive Director

The Sciencenter has so much to be proud of from the last year. Our sta�, board, and 
volunteers bring so much dedication, expertise, passion, and innovation to our work
and it shows.

From new exhibitions, museum renovations, and DEI e�orts, to new community 
projects and partnerships, we have truly accomplished a great deal.

We reached out to our sta�, board, and volunteers and asked them to share what 
they are most proud of from the past year. I’d like to invite you to take a brief photo
 tour through some of those highlights from 2021 and the start of 2022.

Thank you for your continued support of the Sciencenter. We are so grateful to be a 
part of this community!

“We see people come back to the Sciencenter year a
er year. People have a sense of  
ownership and community here.”    - Gabbi Cohen, Museum Greeter

“Sometimes I think ‘oh my gosh we really could create 
anything people asked us to.’ We truly have a magical 
team!”  - Adrienne Testa, Director of Exhibits and Facilities 
�

“Our collaborative process led to a much more  
meaningful and representative DEI statement.” 

- Richard Kiely, Board Member 

“Volunteering li
s my spirits and makes me feel that I am making a positive impact 
on my local community.”  - Sciencenter Volunteer

Sixty-six volunteers spent 3,872 hours facilitating science interactions 
and assisting at the museum. They bring unique talents and expertise that 
create an engaging experience for our guests.

Volunteers 

“We work to expose teens to all di¨erent types of science. 
This year they spoke with an embalmer, a youtuber, a 

nature photographer and more!” - Peter Leipzig, Educator 


