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System: the Asteroid Station just
off the Ithaca Commons,

Erected next to the Tompkins
Trust Company drive-through at
116 E. Seneca St. earlier this year,
the Asteroid Station was dedicated
on Aug. 17 at the nearby Sun
Station of the Sagan Planet Walk.

A large crowd gathered to cele-
brate the opening of the latest
member of the Sagan Planet Walk.
Those mm treated to some
appropriate refreshments:
freeze-dried astronaut ice cream,

Milky Way chocolate bars and
Tang, which astronauts started
drinking on space missions in 1965
with Project Gemini,

Charlie Trautmann, executive
director of the Sciencenter, offered
some brief remarks on the Asteroid
Station and the rest of this monu-
ment Cornell
astronomer Carl Sagan, which
Trautmann conceived of in 1995 as
both a tribute to the longtime
Ithaca resident and an enduring
exhibit to his legacy of bringing
the Cosmos to the public.

“The Sciencenter came up with St
the idea of the Asteroid Station sev.
eral years ago because of the public |~
interest in meteorites and their orf-
gin,” said Trautmann. “The
Asteroid Station took about two
years to plan, design and build.” .

Trautmann thanked everyone
involved in the project, including

advigars

largest collections of meteorites
yet found, which impacted in the
Chaco m\d:ﬁ; of mnorthern
Argentina row 5,000 years ago.
For centuries the natives of that
region used the iron pieces of this
meteorite to make their weapons,
‘The meteorite was donated by

Michael Casper of Meteorites Inc.,
an internationally-recognized
meteorite dealer who lives ﬂ}h;
Tompkins County. Visitors to
station can lay their hands on this
former resident of outer space,
which is estimated to be 4.5 billion
vears old, the age when our Solar
System began to form from a great
cloud of gas and dust.

“This station provides the oppor-
tunity for people to touch the oldest
thing they will ever touch,”
Trautmann said.

Druyan, who co-authored the
“Cosmos” television series and

n Ithaca’s Planet Walk

around the Sun with Carl. He loved
Ithaca and always thought of
Ithaca as an oasis of consciousness.
We have an community
who can come together to sustain
an  organization like the
Sciencenter, which is so welcoming
to people near and far. I'm thrilled
we now have an Asteroid Station on
the Sagan Planet Walk and that we,
like science, can keep open to new
knowledge and facts.”

Druyan authored the new “2009

Passport to the Solar System”

guidebook that wisitors to the

Seiencenter can use to the

nearly one-mile-long Planet

Walk. The new guidebook contains

¥ information about asteroids,

= revised text regarding Pluto's new

g astronomical status, a new Sagan
Planet Walk map and vibrant
images courtesy of NASA.

Each passport costs $4 and can be
purchased at the Seiencenter and
other locations in Ithaca, Visitors
who complete the Sagan Planet
Walk with a fully stamped passport
may present it at the Sciencenter to

receive one free museum admis-

sion.
ceremony that she “had the honor
and privilege to make 20 trips

" For more information visit
wwwsciencenterorg/saganpw.




