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Count the black dots 
Did they disappear when you tried to 
focus on them? A phenomenon called 
”lateral inhibition” makes a bright 
surrounding area look darker, and 
vice versa.

 

Find a Science Center
Search for a center by country or 
state 

ASTC Passport Program
Free admission to participating 
museums 
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"The ultimate science experiment": a challenge to act
June 3rd, 2008 - Posted in Featured 

Sciencenter executive director and 

ASTC board member Charlie 

Trautmann delivered a keynote 

address at the 2008 Ecsite 

conference in Budapest on May 29. 

His talk, titled “If not us, then who?,” 

challenged science centers globally to 

engage their audiences in addressing 

significant current issues in which 

science and public understanding 

play an essential role. 

"We are now at the crossroads of 

history," he said, citing evidence that 

climate zones in Europe are moving 

north at a rate of about 10 meters every day. Invoking the Iroquois advice that, "in 

every deliberation, we must consider the impact on the seventh generation," he 

called on science centers to bring their capacities to bear on the issue of global 

environmental sustainability. As trusted institutions with significant audiences, able 

to act with independence and flexibility, science centers are well positioned to build 

public understanding of climate change while taking action to make their own 

operations more sustainable, he said. He concluded by challenging science centers 

to engage their audiences in "the ultimate science experiment: changing the world." 

Participating in the Ecsite conference were 800 delegates from nearly 45 countries. 

For more about Ecsite, the European Network of Science Centres and Museums, 

click here. 

About the image: Ecsite speaker Charlie Trautmann speaks in front of a 10-meter 

tape that dramatically illustrates the rate at which climate zones are shifting toward 

the poles. Photo courtesy Ecsite 
 

http://www.astc.org/ (1 of 2)6/4/2008 9:35:43 AM

http://www.astc.org/about/index.htm
http://www.astc.org/sciencecenters/index.htm
http://www.astc.org/conference/index.htm
http://www.astc.org/exhibitions/index.htm
http://www.astc.org/profdev/index.htm
http://www.astc.org/pubs/index.htm
http://www.astc.org/resource/index.htm
http://www.astc.org/sciencecenters/find_scicenter.htm
http://www.astc.org/members/passlist_about.htm
http://www.astc.org/blog/2008/06/03/the-ultimate-science-experiment-a-challenge-to-act/
http://www.astc.org/blog/category/featured/
http://ecsite.net/
http://ecsite.net/

	astc.org
	Association of Science-Technology Centers


	AJGNJHLIPAECAJEDJOCEFJPJGFOKGMLF: 
	form1: 
	f1: [site]




