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Scientist's fans push for stamp
Election Covmrags By Krizy Gaskbar
Cail o laigrmnd SEafl
Opinlan Supporters of the [ate Carl Sagan announced plans Manday to petition the LS. post o 5.y fs phite S Faoin Phats
Obituarios office to create a postage stamp commemarating the former Ithacan -
Sagan, arguabdy one of [thaca's most famous reskdents, was a professos of
Photo Galleries Astromomy and Space Sciences and Director of the Laboratory for Flanetary Studies
Vi al Cormell University. He consulted with MASA, briefed astronauis and wrofe or
edited more than 20 boaks, including "The Dragons of Eden, Speculalions of tha
Celebrations Evolution of Human Inteligence,” for which he won a Pulitzer Prize and "Coamos |
Weather the best-selling nen-fiction science book ever published in English.
Traval
The poestage stamp
] S commemoration is being
| Technology spearheaded by the
Avcidiaa Sciencenter and the nearly
year-old Sagan
© Enbertainment Appraciation Sooety,

= iLite

o Fatrick Frih, founder of the

e Sagan Appreciation @ Zaom Photo
© Communities Soclety, sakd the sooaty

was formed im part to “carry

on his work to some
» Customer Sarvice degree.”
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Breaking
News Alerts respect of the scientific
metinGd and nature, strong
imferests in peace,
ecological protection and concem over how civilizations succeed or faill depending
an by weall they deal with their own technodogy, " Fish wrobe in a prepared
statemant about the Society.

Members are “united by a

The idea to memarialize Sagan with a postage stamp grew in part owul of a desire fo
recognize the scientist in 2 “populist” way and because Sagan enjoyed collecting
siamps 85 a child

Sagan has been honored by mynad scientific soceties, bul his confribufions to
making science accessible for average people inspired Fish to want to see Sagan
honored in 2 brozd way, he said

Ann Druyan, Sagan's widow, planned (0 attend the Monday afternoon press
conference showeasing the four stamp designs but was sick with the flu. She sent a
prepared statement, which Charles Trautmann, execufive director of the
Sclenoanter, read,

“Carl was an avid stamp collecior 35 & boy, and we freasure the slbums e made
trean. They're Tilled with Bis handwritten notes in the marging — perfaps the eariest
evidence of his passion for the diversity of earth's cultures. So the particular tribute
to Carl would have held special significance for him, 25 it does far me,” she wrote,

Prenvacdad

Sagan was a founding member of the Sciencenter in thaca He passed away in
1955, and in 1997 the Sciencenter dedicated the Sagan FPlamet Walk, a 1.2-
kilometer scale model of the solar system thatl runs from downiown lthaca 1o the

Sciencanter. _

Arfistic renderings of the stamp dasigns will be available for the public to view at thea , ¢ -
Soiencenters 25th annual gala from T-10:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb, 28, Petitions 1o

the post office in faver of the Sagan stamps will also be available at the gala for .l' -
vigitors fo sign. CARI F

SAGAN
Fish said an onbine patition will be avallable through the Sagan Appreciation Sooety -
Web site, which is schedulad to be onling by this morning; s F

saganappreciationsociety . ong

Twa of the four stamp designs were made by Pat Linse, a California ilustrator who
founded tha Skeplics Society, Skeplic magazine and Jr. Skeplic magazine. They
shiow Sagan helding a candle with a comet in the background,

Jne af the stamps, designed by Syracuse-bom Greg Mo, shows a young Sagan
willh 3 slarry sky in the background. Mort has been commissioned by MASA 1o

portray major mission events, and his works are included in Sagan's “Fale Blus
Dt ™ Prenvicdag

The oaly stamp with a phato rather tham a painting of Sagan shows an older,

laughimg Sagan with planets and moons in the background, The photo was taken by
Syracuse photographer Michael Okoniewski, and the design was created by Lisa
Hutter and Chris Fix at the Cenber for Imguiry in Amberst.

Fizh =said stamp designs are chosen by a committze of 13-15 individuals who mest
quarterty to review submissions from the public. Even if a submission is approved, it
normally takes three or more years until the stamp is actually available ta the public,
he said.

“We're confident that eventually we will get approval because of the merit of Carl
Sagan,” Fish said

Trautmann and Fish urged citeens 1o sand petiticns on the stamp 1o the CHizen's
Stamp Advisory Committee, oo Stamp Management, U 2 Postal Service, 475
L'Enfant Plaza, W, Room 4474EB, Washington, DC 20250-6756
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