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<MUSUEM LOGO OR INFO>

Dear <teacher’s name>,

We are pleased that you and your class will be visiting the Toys: The Inside Story, a traveling exhibition currently on view at our museum.  The exhibition uses common toys to explore the following mechanisms: gears, pulleys, linkages, cams, and circuits.  The exhibition consists of five panels that introduce each mechanism and eight stand-alone exhibits that allow for hands-on exploration and experimentation.  You and your class can explore gears and see how a gear train in a motorized car works, or see how linkages and cams allow for a translation of motion.  In addition, your students will be able to create a circuit and see the circuit boards found within electronic toys.  

The exhibition is designed to encourage conversation and to be of interest across the generations.  Toys, with their universal appeal to all ages, provide the starting point to the conversation and experimentation.   The exhibits in Toys are designed to introduce a particular scientific concept and then allow for further exploration around that concept.

You may want to consider one of the post/pre activities for your students to further their exploration of the concepts in the exhibition.  The activities have been developed with a certain grade range in mind, but can be modified to best meet your class’s needs.

Toys: The Inside Story was developed by the Montshire Museum of Science in Norwich, Vermont, with funding from the National Science Foundation.  It is part of the Traveling Exhibits At Museums of Science (TEAMS) collaborative.
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