
Recently, out of a strong pool of 
applicants, the Sciencenter, for 
the first time, hired one of its 
former youth members to join its 
education team.  

The applicant had visited the 
Sciencenter often as a child, 
becoming more inquisitive as she 
progressed from preschool into the 
elementary years.  As she grew up, 
she attended our summer camp, 
becoming more self-assured in her 
ability to do science. Then, as a 
Counselor-in-Training, she gained 
confidence in leading others to 
experience the science that is all 
around us.  

She entered college inspired to 
work at other science centers 
to combine her love of science 
and teaching.  Now, she will be 
responsible for initiating the same 
arc of sparking curiosity, building 

confidence, and inspiring others at 
the Sciencenter. 

Our goal is to reach children early, 
in partnership with the adults 
closest to them, to support their 
growth of curiosity and creativity.  
As children grow, they naturally 
become more confident and 
collaborative in their learning, 
which we support through our 
family exhibits and programs. 
During and after adolescence, we 
support the changing needs of 
tweens and teens by providing 
opportunities to build leadership, 
communication, and critical 
thinking skills – using science as  
the platform.

Our vision is for every young 
person, regardless of means, to 
become empowered to use science 
in shaping a better future. The 
Sciencenter’s approach to science 

education runs from birth to high 
school, and everything you see  
at the museum directly supports 
this vision.

As you read this issue, watch for 
how each activity reinforces the 
growth of curiosity, confidence, 
and inspiration – from expanding 
programs with Head Start to 
enhancing our Ocean Gallery 
to a major increase in summer 
programming. 

by Charlie Trautmann, Executive Director

Curious. Confident. Inspired.
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Summer Exhibition
Something “strange” is coming to the Sciencenter! Discover the 
surprising science behind everyday “stuff” while getting a glimpse of 
where the future of materials research might take our world at our 
Summer Exhibition, Strange Matter, opening May 23.

Scientists of all ages will marvel as they bend and 
twist a metal ribbon and watch it respond, or squish their hands into 

magnetic fluid and feel it morph from fluid to solid, and so much more!

Strange Matter is produced by the Ontario Science Centre and presented by the Materials Research Society. This 
exhibition and its tour are made possible by the generous support of the National Science Foundation, Dow, Ford Motor 
Company Fund, Intel® Innovation in Education, Rio Tinto Alcan, and the 3M Foundation.. 

This local presentation is made possible by BorgWarner Morse TEC.
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NEW Corporate Member:

Thank You, Annual Fund Donors!
Look What Your Gifts Help 
Make Possible…

Thank you for supporting our 
Membership Access Program 
(MAP) which provides free 
annual memberships to local 
families having the greatest 
financial needs. Thank you for 
helping us engage entire families 
in hands-on science at our 
Family Science nights. Thank 
you for helping us ensure that 
EVERY second grade in Tompkins 
County and in the Cortland City 
Schools visits the museum for free, especially in the face of mounting 
school budget cuts. Thank you for supporting free events like Spooky 
Science and NanoDays.  

Thank you for making a real difference.

Gifts can be made in person, online at www.sciencenter.org, or by 
calling Christine Bissen, Director of Advancement, at 607.272.0600 x 19.

Sciencenter Spectrum
From summer camp to after-
school enrichment, from 
field trips to story times, the 
Sciencenter offers programs 
specially tailored to focus on 
three audiences – Early Explorers 
(0 – 4), Young Scientists (5 – 11), 
and Future Science Leaders (11 
-14)  – to help children become 
empowered through science. 

Research shows that very young 
children explore their world 
like young scientists – they 
make observations, conduct 
experiments, and learn from 
data. Our Early Explorer programs nurture skills to help 
children develop as young scientists and give adults the 
tools and confidence to reinforce hands-on science and 
exploration with their children as they grow. 

This winter, the Sciencenter launched a series of 
monthly workshops for early childhood teachers 
to highlight current research into children’s learning 
and provide science lessons and hands-on activities. 
In partnership with Tompkins Community Action, 
we provide this professional development to Head 
Start and Early Head Start teachers throughout the 
county. Our first workshop was a resounding success. 
Teachers shared that they learned “different ways to 

allow children to explore and 
build on science skills,” and the 
importance of “using language 
to explore throughout the day.”

Sciencenter educators also 
work directly with parents, 
grandparents, and caregivers. 
We share current research in 
how children learn through play, 
while encouraging parents and 
children to use and develop 
science skills at the museum 
through our twice-weekly 
Science Together program, and 
at monthly Head Start family 

workshops in Trumansburg and Groton. 

This increased focus on our youngest guests 
complements the programming we provide our 
elementary-aged Young Scientists. This year, all 2nd 
grade classrooms in Ithaca, Trumansburg, Groton, and 
Newfield will visit the Sciencenter for a free “Power 
the Future” field trip. We have increased the number 
of districts that can participate in these field trips in an 
ongoing effort to make our field trips more accessible.

For more information, contact Michelle Kortenaar, 
Director of Education, at 607.272.0600 x 24 or 
mKortenaar@sciencenter.org.

• Sciencenter News • • Support the Sciencenter •

Summer Camp 2015
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Growing Up with Science

Calling all science explorers! Sciencenter Summer Camp provides 
kids with a fun, messy, science-filled summer.  Each day is filled 
with hands-on activities, experiments, and exploration. 

This year will feature two new themed one-week sessions: Explore! 
Mission to Mars and Investigate! Forensics.  By popular demand, 
we are bringing back our Build! Engineering session but with a new 
twist – stay tuned!

Due to its popularity, we have added a second week-long 
session of our Itty Bitty Scientists session for children entering 
Kindergarten or 1st grade. 

For fast and easy registration, we are offering online registration and payment again this year. Camp registration 
opens at 10 am on March 25. Check www.sciencenter.org for camp details and to register.
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Spring Hours
Tuesday – Saturday: 10 am – 5 pm
Sunday:  Noon – 5 pm

Open Memorial Day, Monday, May 25

Admission
Members:   Free
Toddlers (0 – 2):   Free
Children (3 – 17):  $6
Adults:  $8
Seniors (65+):  $7

• Sciencenter Spectrum •

Join us:

Explore the smallest science in a BIG way at NanoDays! 
Experience nanoscale science and technology at 
the interactive Nano exhibition, enjoy 20+ special 
hands-on activities, and participate in family-friendly 
presentations including a special story time and 
a demonstration of tools used by nanoscientists. 
Admission to the Sciencenter is FREE March 21,  
10 am – 5 pm for NanoDays! Hands-on activities are 
open from noon – 4 pm.

For the complete schedule, visit www.sciencenter.org. 

NanoDays at the Sciencenter is sponsored by: 

Ocean Gallery Expansion

This spring the Sciencenter’s Ocean Gallery is 
undergoing some exciting changes and additions!

We begin construction 
this month to enhance 
our Touch Tank exhibit. 
The revitalized exhibit 
will feature a beautiful 
northeastern-themed 
rock facade and basin, 
molded from rocks 
near Acadia National 
Park, and will include 
new animals from the 
coast of Maine to 
explore and enjoy. 

The enhanced Touch Tank will open in July. During 
construction, a portable Tank will be used to conduct 
programs and provide guests opportunities to interact 
with our current Touch Tank residents.

Celebrate NanoDays: March 21

The Sciencenter is a Proud Member of:


