
The Sciencenter has embarked on 
three new age-based educational 
initiatives to accomplish its vision 
of a community in which every 
young person is empowered to 
use science in shaping a better 
future – for themselves, their 
community, and the world they 
will soon inherit. Our strategy is to 
create a set of linked educational 
opportunities for children, 
beginning at birth and continuing 
into high school, to help them 
make science part of their lives, 
regardless of their eventual career 
choice.

We believe that every child should 
be curious about their world, have 
confidence to ask deep questions, 
and develop the critical thinking 
skills needed to cut through 
the noise and generate creative 
solutions to important problems.

A key group in this educational 
pathway is “Young Scientists” 
(children ages 5-11), who constitute 
one-third of our guests.  Young 
Scientists come to us by way of 
family groups, field trips, summer 
camp, and other programs. 

It’s a magic age when children 
expand on the curiosity and 

creativity of their preschool years 
and grow confidence in their 
science capability and increase 
their ability to collaborate with 
others – both essential for success 
with science, whether using it as a 
tool in daily life or making it into a 
career. 

We invite you and your Young 
Scientist(s) to come experience 
several new exhibits and programs 
for Young Scientists that will debut 
in the coming months, including 
a new science mini-golf course, a 
wind energy exhibit, an exhibit on 
the science and technology of gas 
drilling, a simulated Mars Rover 
challenge, and an expansion of our 
summer science camp.

Read more on these and other 
projects in the pages that follow, or 
find out more at Sciencenter.org.

by Charlie Trautmann, Executive Director

A New Day for Young Scientists
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Summer Exhibition: Rainforest Adventure
Embark on a multisensory expedition through one of the world’s ecological wonders - the tropical rainforest! 
The adventure begins at base camp, where you’ll gear up as a research assistant, then trek on to four 

rainforest regions from around the world. You’ll encounter 
a 9-foot kapok tree, climbing to the top in a chair lift to 

discover animals living high in the canopy. On lower levels of the 
rainforest more insects, plants, and animals are yet to be found in 

a freshly built gorilla nest, or a fallen tree log.

Discover the diverse life of the rainforest and the unique challenges 
it faces through a variety of hands-on exhibits at the Sciencenter’s 

summer exhibition, Rainforest Adventure. 

Rainforest Adventure was created by Stepping Stones Museum for Children

Second graders participate in a Kids 
Discover the Trail! sponsored field trip. 
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Thank You, Corporate Members!
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For Sciencenter Corporate Membership information, call Chris Bissen 
at 607.272.0600 x 19, or visit Sciencenter.org.
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Sciencenter Spectrum

It’s ramping up to be an exciting year at the Sciencenter. 
Currently under construction is our new and expanded 
18-hole mini-golf course, opening July 4. Join your 
community this year in helping us create new science 
experiences for this new course! Throughout the year 
we will be actively seeking input from players on the 
course to help us design the new interactive science 
elements that will debut summer of 2015.

Downstairs in our workshop are numerous exhibits 
getting readied to make their debut in our exhibit 
galleries within the coming months. 

Our future wind power exhibit will challenge you to 
make the most efficient wind turbine by adding and 
adjusting blades, and then testing your turbine by 
cranking a shaft to produce wind of various velocities. 
Who among your family and friends will be able to 
generate the most electricity?

Another exhibit will challenge you to complete 
scientific missions on Mars by commanding a remote 
controlled rover as it travels through Martian terrain. 
This exhibit will place you in the role of a planetary 
scientist aiming to make new discoveries. 

A mini-exhibition about hydraulic fracturing will 
make its way onto display in a few months to explain 
the science and technology behind this natural gas 
extraction process. Interactive exhibits will also allow 
you to openly investigate the societal, economical, 
and environmental sustainability of this controversial 
practice.

Also in the works are new animal enclosures for our 
newly upgraded Saltonstall Animal Room, and a new 
room that focuses on New York animals and habitats. 
Be sure to visit often this year to experience the many 
new exhibit experiences we are creating for our Young 
Scientists!
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New Exhibit Experiences for Young Scientists

Renewing Corporate Members:

Is YOUR Employer a Corporate Member?

Traveling this Summer?
Don’t forget to pack your 
Sciencenter membership card – 
your Sciencenter membership 
travels with you! As a member, you 
receive FREE admission to over 325 
other science museums worldwide 
through the ASTC Travel Passport 
Program. Cosmos level members 
also get 50% off admission to ACM 
children’s museums coast-to-coast.

To renew your membership in time 
for summer travel or to surprise 
someone with a gift membership, 
please call 607.272.0600 or visit 
Sciencenter.org.

If your employer is a Sciencenter Corporate Member, you can enjoy 
benefits like a one-time family admission pass for you and your family to 
visit the Sciencenter for free, or a 15% discount on a family membership 
so you can visit the Sciencenter all year long. 

As a Sciencenter Corporate Member, your company will be listed on 
a sign in our lobby, on our website, and in our newsletter and Annual 
Report. In addition to these great benefits, Corporate Membership 
directly supports exhibits and educational programming at the 
Sciencenter.

So check with your employer to see if they are a Sciencenter Corporate 
Member. It’s a deal you don’t want to miss! For more information, please 
contact Chris Bissen at 607.272.0600 ext. 19.

by Tim Scott, Deputy Director

In Memoriam

Richard Hutcheson

We recently lost a close and long-time friend of the 
Sciencenter, Richard Hutcheson. Richard, the former 
dean at SUNY Potsdam, was a Sciencenter Advisory 
Board member since 2004.  A long-time supporter of 
the Sciencenter, Richard was very interested in how 
we talk to children about science.  Through a generous 
bequest, he and his wife established the Elizabeth and 
Richard Hutcheson Fund for Science Education for the 
Sciencenter’s endowment.

This issue of 
SciencenterSpectrum 
sponsored by: 

I N S U RANCE

Exhibit Developer David Jordan solders parts of the remote 
controlled Mars Rover.
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Summer Hours
Tuesday – Saturday: 10 am – 5 pm
Sunday:  Noon – 5 pm

Open  Mondays in July and August.
Open Independence Day and Labor Day. 

Admission
Members:   Free
Toddlers (0 – 2):   Free
Children (3 – 17):  $6
Adults (18+):  $8
Seniors (65+):  $7

• Sciencenter Spectrum •

Summer Programming

Join us:

Mini-Golf Discounts for Members

Redesigned Website to Launch

The Sciencenter is excited to launch a new mobile-
responsive website that will display on your desktop, 
tablet, and smartphone. Check out the new look and 
easy functionality for learning about what’s new at the 
Sciencenter, purchasing a gift membership and more.

We’ll announce the summer debut of the redesigned 
website on social media. Be sure to follow us on 
Facebook & Twitter.

The Sciencenter is open Mondays in July and August. 
With a fun lineup of summer programming for all ages, 
there’s something to do every day of the week!

Moto-Inventions
Visit our Reinvention Station every Sunday from  1 to 
2 pm to tinker with recycled materials and electricity 
to invent your own moving contraptions! Materials 
provided by Cornell Xraise.

Preschool Story Time & Activity 
Toddlers, preschoolers and their caregivers can enjoy a 
story and related activity in the Curiosity Corner every 
Tuesday and Friday at 10:30 am.

Weekly Wonders
Cool, creative hands-on activities are in session every 
weekday afternoon at 2 pm in July and August. Kids can 
launch rockets, concoct slime, design kites, and more! 
New activities weekly.

Saturday Showtime!
See science in action with a family-friendly interactive 
presentation every Saturday at 2 pm.

For the complete listing of programs and events, 
visit Sciencenter.org.

The Sciencenter’s new 18-hole mini-golf course opens 
July 4. Introductory pricing for 2014 includes a $1 
discount for member games.

Mini-Golf Introductory Pricing for 2014:

Members:  $5 

Toddlers (0-3):  Free with paid adult

Players (ages 4+):  $6

Plus, members joining us for mini-golf during opening 
weekend, July 4–6, will be entered to win a prize! 


