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Our community guided the development of 

this strategic framework. Through their input 

three main “directional indicators” emerged 

as guideposts for our decision making—

science, community, and accessibility. This 

living document will continue to be adapted 

to meet the needs of our broad and diverse 

community while maintaining and building 

upon our core strengths. Join us as we 

explore, connect and create, together!



MISSION
Cultivate a broad 
community of 
curious, confident, 
critical thinkers

VISION
A world where people 
explore, connect, 
and create through 
science

VALUES
As we serve our 
communities the 
following will be 
critical to our 
success: fun, 
innovation, impact, 
access and our team



DIRECTIONAL INDICATORS GOALS OBJECTIVES

Science
A process for learning 
about the world through 
experimentation and 
exploration

Sciencenter
stimulates a broader public engagement 
in science
is a trusted leader in engaging the broader 
public to use critical and evidence based 
thinking for decision making
is a hub at the intersection of scientists, 
museums, and the public

Sciencenter
provides meaningful, multimodal, and authentic 
experiences
guests are better equipped to make informed decisions 
on science issues of local and national interest
guest interactions with scientists and researchers 
increase by 50%

Sciencenter
regularly convenes the community for constructive 
conversations and engagement on science issues
creates and sustains a 50% increase in key strategic 
partnerships between and with members of the business 
community, higher education, and PK-12 educators
strengthens the economic health of the region by being 
one of the top ten reasons people view Ithaca and the 
region as an attractive place to visit and to live
is a recognized leader in representing small to mid-sized 
science museums internationally

Sciencenter
reaches 25% more people in the region through 
the removal of barriers to access.
 5%  adults without children 
 10%  rural audiences
 10%  other
engages regional audiences in community 
conversations to co-create relevant, inclusive, and 
accessible programming
audience reflects the diversity of the region

Sciencenter
is a community hub
is a key contributor to the educational, 
cultural, social, and economic development 
of the region
is a leader in the international 
museum field

Sciencenter
has removed barriers to access
content is relevant, inclusive, 
and accessible
is welcoming and inviting to all

Community
People coming together 
to create, invent, experiment, 
and connect

Accessibility
Expanding the opportunities 
for everyone to engage with 
science by removing barriers
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