
by Charlie Trautmann, Executive Director

Why is Science Education Important?

Science centers are often regarded 
as “nice” for a community to have.  
But are they really “necessary”?

A simple approach to answer this 
is: Are people still coming? And 
what are they saying? In the case 
of the Sciencenter, attendance 
has been climbing over the years, 
and we are encouraged by the 
many heartwarming comments we 
receive every month in our guest 
comments. But a deeper approach 
should consider whom we are 
serving and our impact on them – 
and not just during their visit, but 
lifelong.

Over the years, we have made 
accessibility a high priority, so that 
we can reach the mind of every 
child in our region. Nearly one of 
every six guests is now admitted 
to the Sciencenter free of charge 
through our various and growing 
access programs – about 14,000 free 

admissions annually. Furthermore, 
this fall, we will begin to offer free 
school field trips for all 900 second 
graders in Cayuga County, thanks 
to generous funding by the Fred L. 
Emerson Foundation in Auburn.
 
Another way we are increasing 
our impact is by expanding 
our programming beyond the 
elementary ages that science 
centers traditionally serve.  Our 
preschool activities now include 
regular Head Start science 
workshops for teachers and 
parents, and last month, we opened 
our new Curiosity Playground for 
children ages 0-5. For older children, 
we have grown our program for 
middle school students and  will 
open a new Future Science Leaders 
Teen Technology Lab next month.

All of this matters not because 
we expect every child to become 
a scientist, but because science is 
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the process by which children learn 
about our world, test ideas, and 
make better decisions. It is an asset 
that empowers all youth to create a 
better future: for themselves, their 
communities, and the world they 
will soon inherit.  

Unfortunately, science cannot be 
picked up with one or two visits 
to a science center. It is a way of 
thinking that starts at birth and 
is nurtured by parents, teachers, 
and friends throughout life.  The 
Sciencenter is pleased to be an 
integral part of this educational 
fabric in our region, and we 
appreciate your help in supporting 
what we do.

Charlie Trautmann Announces Retirement
After 25 years of service, Sciencenter Executive Director, Charlie Trautmann, will retire 
from the organization in early 2017. During his tenure, Charlie shepherded the Sciencenter 
from a tiny, all-volunteer, storefront venture to a vibrant, welcoming, nationally 
recognized institution. His leadership and focused vision helped to create a community 
movement dedicated to improving the region’s resources and opportunities for its youth. 
Generations of children and their families in the region have benefited from Charlie’s  
excellent leadership as he guided and shaped the Sciencenter into a community landmark 
offering interactive, hands-on exhibits and programs that engage, educate, and empower.  
 
Thank you, Charlie, for your devotion and commitment to the Sciencenter, science 
education, and the museum field.



At the Sciencenter we know that early science learning 
has a positive impact on other areas of childhood 
development such as language skills and literacy. For 
example, research being done at Cornell University 
shows that young children who understand spatial 
language, such as the meaning of left, right, on, beside, 
up, and down, go on to have higher achievement in 
math and science in school. The Sciencenter is using 
cutting-edge research like this to give young children 
opportunities to develop science processes like 
observing, predicting, and exploring through hands-on 
experiences. 

Externally, the Sciencenter reaches out to provide early 
childhood educators with the tools and confidence 
to bring science to young children in their classrooms. 
We have been working with teachers at the Tompkins 
Cortland Community College Child Care Center and at 
Head Start throughout Tompkins County. 

Head Start promotes the school readiness of young 
children from low-income families. Head Start was 
developed as a way to address the education gap for 
at-risk children so they can arrive at kindergarten better 
prepared. But, children participating in this program 
nation-wide arrive in kindergarten with lower science 
readiness scores than in any other of the eight learning 
outcomes measured by Head Start.

The 30 early childhood teachers who work with the 
Sciencenter each month are beginning to notice 

progress as their children “learn” science. According to 
one Head Start teacher, “The single biggest skill that the 
kids have picked up is making observations. They notice 
things so much more easily, without prompting, and 
really that’s what you want kids to pick up at this age. 
Observing their surroundings is what kids naturally do 
and now they have the language to communicate it.”

During teacher workshops, Head Start educators work 
on developing open-ended questions, asking: “What do 
you think would happen if…?” and “What would happen 
to…?” Most teachers say that they think differently 
about science since 
participating in training 
with the Sciencenter. One 
educator mentioned, “It is 
much more approachable 
and less intimidating.”

The Sciencenter is excited 
to continue to work with 
local early childhood 
teachers. With these 
partnerships, children 
in our community get a 
“head start” on science 
learning and developing 
science processes. 
 
For more information, contact Michelle Kortenaar, 
Director of Program, at 607.272.0600 x 124.
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Early Education Gets a “Head Start” at the Sciencenter

Breaking Ground: Future Science Leaders Teen Lab

We are renovating old office spaces for our teen program just in time for the 
school year! Our Future Science Leaders (FSL) program participants, middle 
school students in grades 6–8, have been hard at work preparing a space to 
call their own. In July we hosted two FSL workdays to prepare for new flooring, 
newly painted walls, and more. These renovations, which are a part of our 
Capital Campaign, will allow for our FSL to have a permanent, designated room 
that will support long-term project development, creativity, and exploration of 
the STEM fields. 

The new space will feature a computer station for digital media projects, 
storage for materials to design new hands-on activities and experiments, and 
group project tables for building and prototyping new exhibits. We are excited 
for the FSL yearlong program to start in October in the new space!



Make a Gift. Make a Difference.
Our Capital Campaign, Curious. Confident. 
Inspired., will allow us to build many new 
exhibits and develop new programs for 
the Sciencenter. This campaign will take us 
through the next decade, ensuring that our 
kids have amazing experiences based on 
the latest research on how kids learn best, 
exhibits that utilize new technology, and 
expanded spaces for educational programs. 

The Sciencenter’s Annual Fund is no less 
important. Each year, your donation to the 
Annual Fund helps to ensure that we keep our doors open, that we have 
educators on hand to facilitate programs for children and families, and 
perhaps most importantly, allows us to offer free admission to families 
who have the greatest financial need. 

Longtime Sciencenter supporters, Bruce and Katie Thompson, choose 
to donate to each fund so that their gift makes the greatest impact. 
“All healthy organizations need support for their short term activities 
and for the longer term vision. We are happy to be able to support the 
Sciencenter in both by giving to the Annual Campaign to keep daily 
activities going strong and to the Capital Campaign to ensure its long-
term viability.”

Each and every dollar you give to the Sciencenter helps us to build 
brighter and better futures for all children. We hope you will continue 
to include us in your yearly giving plans.

Gifts can be made in person, online at www.sciencenter.org, or by calling 
Christine Bissen, Director of Advancement, at 607.272.0600 x 119.

Thank You, Corporate Members!
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Suzanne Spitz

From Here to There

We recently lost a longtime 
friend, volunteer, and dedicated 
supporter, Suzanne Spitz. Sue 
was involved in the earliest days 
of the Sciencenter, with her 
home address being the first 
address of the museum. For the 
last 33 years, Sue gave to the 
Sciencenter in every way possible and worked tire-
lessly on the museum’s membership program. Sue’s 
work with the Sciencenter is just one of the many 
ways in which she has helped to inspire generations 
of children throughout our community. Thank you, 
Sue, for your hard work and dedication; you will 
truly be missed.

Lift, launch, and levitate while exploring 
how we move things on land, sea, and 
air at our fall featured exhibition, From 
Here to There.

Fall/Winter Hours
Tuesday – Saturday: 10 am – 5 pm
Sunday:  Noon – 5 pm

Open  Columbus Day & Veterans Day. 
Closed Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and 
New Year’s Day.

In Memoriam

Featured Exhibition: Now Open

Connect with us:

Admission
Members:              Free
Kids under 2:         Free
Kids (2 – 17): $6
Adults (18+): $8
Seniors (65+): $7

Mini-Golf 
Members:   $5
Toddlers (0 – 3):    Free
Players: $7

April 1 – November 30, 
weather permitting

Tompkins Trust Company 
Customer Appreciation Day
October 10 

Spooky Science
October 30, 12 – 4 pm

CFCU Community Credit 
Union 
Customer Appreciation Day
November 11

Sensory Hours 
November 20, 10 am – 12 pm

Free Sundays
December 11 
January 8

Annual Report Online

The Sciencenter’s 2015-2016 
Report to the Community is 
now available for download 
on our website:  
www.sciencenter.org/press

Save these Dates!

REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY 
2015-2016 


