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Message is the medium at new exhibit at
Family Museum
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Sittinq in the cab o1 a makeshift
crane. Parker Reiss maneuvered ihe load in lronl oi him

Guided to move rrght. left. up or down by his conrades
on he ground. he steeled the five-liered laad to its
deslination.

Nol bad lor a first-grader.

"There'$ lltis load on it. and I ioaded ii into the truck.'
said Parker. a siuderlt at River Date Elemenlary "Kind of
tough."

Its not like a crane was foreign to him -* Parker's dad
runs a constluctiotl conrPauY

Thos€ non-verbal cues fronl his fri€nds oulside the cab
is part of the differenl iorils of communication in Get the

Messaqe. a new exhibit ai lhe F:rmily Museunt in Betlendor{

,.h.s all about non-vertlal comfiunicatior. non'verbal signals. but il s still a wey to conrmufricate to people " said

Jeff Reiter. development director itt ihe museuflr. '11's not al"{ays abou{ cJuI voice pr{-senlation in thot way,'

.'GettheN,lessage,'.wt]ichcontinussthroughsept.2,includesmanyformsolconmunication'fromcave
drawings ttrrough text messa{ring, wilh sign langusge, newspapers' televislon and nther fcrms in between

The exhibit is a collaboratiou between the Family Museuil and the Discovery center in Rockford lll They afe

among six mid-sized museurns lhal again received a grant kom lhe National sciance Foundation t0 develop

traveling exhibits for theif size of display space'

communicationwasalsokeyingettingtheexhibittogether.Reitelsaid'FamilyMUSeunandDiscoveryCentel
fersonn*l workedtogetherforz\lzyiarstodevetop GettheMessage. with{uarisrlyrneelingshal{'wayin
Dixon, 111., and nronthiy conference calls to llock progress

'We had to proloiype and see what was worklng wel! anc what wasn't he said'

The subject of communicahon ancl the numerous different ways that we clO li had nol feally been done by othef

museufis in other exhibits Reiter said.

''It-s dbviously a necesslly in our everycjay ljves why not tackle that? he said

llhadlobeapprovedbyiheNalionalscienceF0undatiOn'whichneededtoap,proveitseducationalcontent.
"not jusi that the stuff thsre was cool and tun to do Reiter said'

The hits of ihe exhibit are the crane. a nlakeshtlt TV news stuilio and tlrc cave drawifigs. where childfen can

eledronically rlake their own impfinls on a compuler screen'

-lt,s bas'cally electronic firrgerpaintirlg. The kids iovc il. Reiter said. .we love it, betause therO ij no mess '

David gurkg can be conlacted at {563)383.2400 or iilrirra'rilr,rijirnr.rr r:rrtrt. Comment or lhis review al

vrruyr qr:tiitlcs.cli:l.
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Iiozek. ie{!- and Laureo Deshane, SPrn blocks to change
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IF YOU GO

What Ger the lvlessage"

When: Through Sept. 2; museum hours are 9 a.m to I p m, lvondays-Thursdays
noon to 5 p.m. Sundays

\Ahere: Family Museum, 2900 Learning Campus Ddve, Bettendorf

How much: $5 agee 2-59, $2 senior citizens (60 years and older)

lnformation: (563) 344-4106

I a.m. to 5 p.m. Fridays and Saiurdays and




