











Qur Sun is the

closest star to Earth

The next closest star to Earth is Alpha Centauri.

On this 1 to 5-billion scale model of the Solar System,
if the Sun is on the Ithaca Commons and Pluto is 1,200
meters away at the Sciencenter, where do you think the
nearest star, Alpha Centauri, should be located?

Boston? No. Guess again.
Los Angeles? No. Not far enough away.

The staggering answer is that even on this radically
reduced scale, the next closest star station would be
somewhere in the state of Hawaii!

Alpha Centau
station would be in
HAWAII

Fun Facts

g ALPHA CENTAURI 1S
4.3 LIGHT YEARS
AWAY FROM EARTH

OUR SUN Is 3
8.3 LIGHT MINUTES
AWAY FROM EARTH

Sagan Planet Walk

model of our Solar System
ITHACA, NY
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This illustration accurately shows the relative sizes of

the planets in our Solar System. However, the distance
between the Sun and each of the planets is not to scale.
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The Sciencenter dedicates this exhibition to the memory of

Carl Sagan

1934-1996

Astronomer ¢ Teacher ¢ Author « Activist
Space Science and Exobiology Pioneer

As a child of seven, Carl Sagan asked the question: “What
are the stars?” 'To his good fortune and ours, his parents took
him straight to the nearest library. That was the first step in
a lifelong journey that opened the way for him and countless
others to a deeper understanding of the universe.

Dedication

This model of the Solar System is named in honor of the late
Carl Sagan—a great scientist, an inspirational advocate of
science, a valued advisor and supporter of the Sciencenter,
and a member of the Ithaca community for nearly thirty
years. The Sagan Planet Walk aspires to excite future
generations about the romance of the scientific enterprise
and to convey something of the preciousness and fragility of
our tiny world in the context of the vastness of the Cosmos.

Carl Sagan was Professor of Astronomy and Space Sciences
and Director of the Laboratory for Planetary Studies at
Cornell University. He played a leading role in the American
space program since its inception. He briefed the Apollo
astronauts before their flights to the Moon and was an
experimenter on the Mariner, Viking, Voyager, and Galileo
expeditions to the planets. He helped solve the mysteries

of the high temperature of Venus (caused by a massive
greenhouse effect), the seasonal changes on Mars (caused by
windblown dust), and the reddish haze of Titan (caused by
complex organic molecules).

A Pulitzer Prize winner, Dr. Sagan was the author of many
best-selling books including Cosmos and Contact. More than
500 million people in 60 countries have seen the Emmy and
Peabody award-winning thirteen-part PBS television series
Cosmos. He received numerous awards for his scientific
achievements, such as the Public Welfare Medal, the highest
award of the National Academy of Sciences. In a posthumous
award to Dr. Sagan, the National Science Foundation
declared that “his research transformed planetary science...
his gifts to mankind were infinite.”



Sciencenter
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